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To Port Royal, the chief town of this idyllic little State, came
Sir William Phipps with 700 men in eight ships. The French
garrison consisted of only sixty men, and the fishers and
farmers, without warning of the attack, were both unprepared
and unarmed. De Meneuil, the French officer in command of
the tiny garrison, saw that resistance was useless, and wisely
refusing to spill needless blood, obeyed the command of the
English fleet to surrender, on condition that the homes
and property of the Acadians should be respected, and that
the soldiers should be conveyed to a French port These
conditions were accepted by Sir William Phipps, and to
the grief of the simple patriotic colonists, devoted to their
native land of France, Acadia passed into the hands of the
English.

It was a frightful blow to the French-Canadians, and for
forty years they never relaxed in their efforts to regain the
colony. The Acadians themselves refused to take the oath
of allegiance to the English, and cast anxious and imploring
eyes to the neighbouring settlements of their own countrymen
on Cape Breton Island, with whom they intrigued to cast off
the hated yoke of their foreign masters. This yoke was
certainly an easy one. Every effort was made to win over the
sympathies and loyalty of the French colonists. No taxes
were demanded from them, their religion was respected, and
their property defended. But patriotism is an abiding faith
with the French, and in the hearts of these simple peasants it
was kept alive by their priests, who feared the heresy of the
English, and 'by political missionaries from the Canadian,
capital.

On Cape Breton the French built the stronghold of Louis-
bourg, as a permanent threat against the English occupation of
Acadia, - Its fortifications were designed by the famous
engineer, Vauban, the greatest master of defensive war, and it
was boasted that even a garrison of women could hold it as
an impregnable fortress, against any English army. With
7,300 men, therefore, standing at arms within its walls, its